
UMNOTHO VILLIGAE: PROFILE 
 

Umnotho Village is a community housing project located in Muldersdrift, Gauteng. As a community 

we purchased our own land where we are building our own houses and businesses. The Town 

Planning and EIA were approved by GDARD and Mogale City Local Municipality. 
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Projects Approved Farm Purchased Title Deed 

Greengate Ext 60 Portion 130 of Farm Rietfontein 189-IQ T32772/2015 

Greengate Ext 74 Portion 79 of Farm Rietfontein 189-IQ T54025/2015 

Mogale Ext 28 Portion 63 of Farm Nooitgedacht 534-JQ T98970/2015 
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CONTENT 

1. Announcements 

2. Feedback on Housing Projects 

3. Progress Reports on Community Bank and LERUO Investment will be sent in May. 

 

1. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• As announced previously we could not implement the new Stand pricing. The new 

pricing will be effective from 1 June 2021. The new pricing is as follows: 

− Primary Residential Stand will be R12 500 

− Additional Stand will be R18 000 (if you already secured Primary Stand). 

Only 2 Additional Stands will be allowed per person. 

− Business Stand will be R35 000 

− Registration Fee for each stand will be R500.  

− For those who want to join from now until 31 May 2021, the current pricing is 

still applicable. 

• The second beneficiary list for Stands will be submitted to the Gauteng Department 

of Human Settlement on the 30th of April 2021. Only paid up members will be added. 

http://www.umnotho.org.za/


  

  2. 

 

FEEDBACK ON HOUSING PROJECTS 

 

For the past months Umnotho has been expecting an official response from the Gauteng 

Human Settlement on partnership and infrastructure funding for Umnotho Village. 

Unfortunately, the department requested more time to sort out technical issues relating to 

our request. As discussed on the 20th of April 2021 with Ms Zukiswa Ncunyana, the Chief of 

Staff in the office of MEC Lebogang Maile, the response document is sitting with the Head 

of Department (HOD) and they need more time to gather the exact costing of the project. 

 

The delay makes sense since Umnotho’s projects will also require budgets for planning 

work before installation of infrastructure and for post installation. The costing for such was 

not included in the feasibility report that was sent by the engineers. 

 

What is encouraging is that in principle all parties agree on the partnership between 

Umnotho and government, as it was announced by Human Settlement MEC Lebogang 

Maile. What remains is for the parties to iron out the technicalities and to sign on the 

agreement. 

 

A key milestone is that Mogale City Local Municipality, which is responsible for bulk 

infrastructure (water, sewer, electricity and roads) has already committed by appointing 

MSW Engineers specifically for the Umnotho project. The engineers have already mapped 

the infrastructure needs, redesigned the layouts, and submitted feasibility studies to the 

Gauteng Human Settlement. What remains is for Human Settlement to commit with funding 

and support. 

 

To add on the positives, Mogale City’s municipal manager Mr Pringle Raedani tasked the 

Utilities Services Manager Mr Sandile Mbanjwa to coordinate an inter-departmental task 

team for Umnotho’s projects, and this has made the work of the engineers much easier. 

 

We have also learnt from the Ethembalethu Village project, which is a beautiful community 

in Muldersdrift with 150 houses. The Ethembalethu project was also a community and 

government partnership. Government provided funding for infrastructure and housing 

subsidies. Umnotho will further improve on the model to build a smart mixed-income and 

sustainable housing development. 

 

We are hoping that members are aware that Umnotho is requesting a hefty amount of 

money from government. It will take almost R1 billion to build the entire Umnotho Village. 

The infrastructure request is almost R200 million, the 700+ RDP/BNG houses will also cost 

R200 million, and the FLISP subsidies, which caters for people with monthly incomes 

between R3501 and R22 000, will also cost a bit of money. If we include clinics, schools 

and parks, it is easy to see the R1 billion price tag for the project. 

 

As a community, we also have a big task to convince government that we are worthy of the 

R1 billion investment. We need to demonstrate that we are an organized community with 

processes and systems in place. We need to prove that we have the capacity to deal with 

possible challenges especially during the construction phase.  



 

We need to convince that there will not be fights, corruption and invasions during 

construction. We also need to submit a plan on how we are going to make sure there will 

not be shacks and unauthorized structures built on the stands. We also need to put 

together a plan for the management and sustainability of the villages through body 

corporates. 

 

To our advantage most of the systems and processes are in places. We also have an open 

waiting list where all fully paid members have their stand/waiting list numbers. This will 

bring order and force the project to follow the sequence. 

 

What also encourages government is that some members are already saving for their 

building material. About 170 people have already saved for Foundations. Previously 

Umnotho encouraged members to save a total of R8 800 towards their house foundations. 

This will be possible through members collectively buying building material in bulk.  

 

About 350 people have already started saving towards their building material. Some 

members have saved even beyond R100 000.  The Umnotho Community Bank is 

managing these funds and generating interest for members. 

 

The community bank and the savings do highlight to the government that members are 

truly committed to build themselves decent houses and they are not interested in shacks. 

 

The Umnotho team will continue to engage the government in making sure that the 

agreement is signed and part of the works begins in 2021. We still need to exercise a little 

patience but let us also be encouraged that we are almost on the finish line to build 

Umnotho Village. The last few steps towards the finish line are the most difficult ones 

because that is where all the energy and strength is needed. 

 

Umnotho also understands the frustration, especially for those who started with the project 

and for those who are currently experiencing terrible living conditions. Some people are 

abused by their landlords, increasing rental amounts, inhumane treatment, and the awful 

conditions in the informal settlements. Some are mistreated by their family members, 

partners, employers, and many other factors pushing people to seek their own space and 

peace...  We truly do understand the frustration. 

 

We also understand there are those who want to see the return of their investment, those 

planning to build their dream homes, rental units and eager to earn a bit of income. Some 

want to leave a legacy for their children, and some want to desperately build that house for 

their parents, partners or even siblings that need help… for grandparents maybe, and 

orphans left in our care… We truly understand. 

 

And Umnotho exists for that reason… for empowerment, for shelter, a safe place… hope. 

 

 



 

  3.  
 

UMNOTHO COMMUNITY BANK 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A big thank you to all members who joined the bank! 

 

 

  

  4. 

 

LERUO INVESTMENT 

 

 

  

 
 

Compiled by Leslie Gama:_________________________ 

 

 

About Umnotho Bank 
 

Umnotho Financial Institute, also known as Umnotho Community Bank, was 

granted a banking license by the South African Reserve Bank and registered 

as a Co-operative Financial Institution with license number: CFI0002. 
 

 

 

About LERUO Investment 
 

LERUO Investment is a company owned by members of Umnotho. The objective of LERUO 

is to find business opportunities that will generate profit for the members. LERUO is inspired 

by the Royal Bafokeng Holdings (RBH), a company owned by the Bafokeng people in 

Rustenburg with assets around $4 billion. 

 

Current LERUO businesses are: 

 

• Filling Station at Greengate Ext 74 

• Shopping Complex in all Umnotho’s developments 

• Rental Units in all Umnotho’s developments 

 

Interested members can still join LERUO and become shareholders. 

 

 

 
Umnotho For Empowerment 

 

Non-Profit Organisation (NPO:070-858) 
Public Benefit Organisation (PBO No: 930037146) 

 
Address: Plot 79 Rietfontein, Muldersdrift 1747 
Tel:                010 595 9727 
WhatsApp:   076 130 5761 
Email:    info@umnotho.org.za 

Website:       www.umnotho.org.za 

mailto:info@umnotho.org.za
http://www.umnotho.org.za/










 


